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Leather Goods -
For Holiday GQifte.

For Ladies and Gentlemen.

PURBES,
CARD CAHES,
IWALLETE,
CARRIAGH BAGS,
AUTO BAGSH,

WHIET BETS,
POKER BETE,
HANDEERCHIEF CASES,
GLOVE CABES,
MUBIC ROLLE,
MEMCO, BOOKE,
NOTE BOOKS,
BILL BOOKS, WTC,

Burnt Wood and
Leather Novellies.

PURSES,
IWALLETS,
| CARD CASES, /
STAMP BOXES,

MUSIC ROLLS.

ADDRESS BOOKLS,
MEMO. BOOKS,
PHOTO BOOKSE,
LAUNDRY LISTH.
FANCY FICTURES,
PICTURE FRAMES,
TWHISK BEROOMSE, BTC,
Pricea 250, to §3.08,

'Hich Cut Glass, _
Bric-a-Brac, &c.’

An |mmenso Bsgortment, new and unlgue
designs, marked et prices that will make

¥ou a ready buyer.

We Invite the publle to examine our stock

of Hammered Brass Jerdinleres, Vaszes, Handkerchiefs, embrold- glyllsh, ‘apecial .i..,... 812,50, » H TP NAlL FILES
! z exclusive deslgn-— i Fusresd;
Umbrella Stands, ete, In both bright and ered Inftlala ....12 1-Zo, Im]:ueuau .-ahow};:g_ of 013{3_ FBI’ ﬁﬂllday Gl'tSI Suc, 70c., $1,00 tn 9398, S raaaRE Mouszal Hall Rugs, genulns antiques,
Ha llyenn Ry A Rare Bargain, $0LID GOLD BROOCHES Entlrel ideas in Turn- . ! : S -
dull tinlsh ' Length Coats loose and fltted s ntirely new ideas in Turn | i T 10seia Y
; tﬁe:'nuﬂam\ajl; SI-‘uraHI.!.!is?:; backy, in Zibatines nnd Cloths; Btylishly made Siik ‘i‘j\-‘atsts of STIC%U§IN%BTTOI\S 0\;!; C(ﬂ:nm;o 5 g COMBS, -10x8-8 feel, $36.00 value, speclal..$20.00.
Etitolhnd s ] . it i taffetn, pean  do sole, ‘etc, F. BU 8, o, 80c, GBO0c., BOc, to D8c. . /4

Faﬂcy Bﬂxed SIa"onery ] ity ?:;qrip:::?:!kbur;as‘nﬂ) ]:;‘1)1:\('1; ;?—a- Llack and colors; now mark- RINGB, ETO. New' Ruches, Htoles and BRUBHES, Gullistan | Carpets;  10x13-7 feet, $175,00
L] broldered Initinle ...2fe, §12.60, A%, K16, 819,60 ond B R ceaae B, Ask to mes our case of 2Sc. | Capeas,.B83.08, R4.DE to S10.78 ] MIRRORS, VRID sitiaennens abreniie vaaiei. '180.00
Put.up in fancy bokes, very accoptable for Hantlementa T g s i ; % A24,50, "It vou wish one of thosa, you | Jjewelry, ,former ' prices, &0c., New Feather Boas, all lengths | o0 o0 oy og :
f stitched Al Pure Slk | NEW BATH ROBHS, should call at -once, for at 60c,, vxc.. | and colors....$10.00 to §30,00, | Gulllstan | Carpets, 9x12  feet, §is6.00

Hollday Gifts, extrn values— H dl:-rcl;iefs— y KIMONAS, thege prices they will not stay- New and styilsh Ideas In New Collar and Cuff Hetz— BAL'T BOTTLEH, j !
L3 #1100 to RO.D8, PUFF BOXES, BETC, YAIUD woviiaraians Yviarepa eierees s $115,00,

1fic., 2bc., @Dc, 480, o §1.08,

Koliday
 Handkerchlsfs,

An Important Sals,

Ladlea’ Tomstitehed
Hheer Al Pure Linen
Hdddkerchlefs, new and
tasty patierns, aspeelil—

14 2. 80,

Ladles' Bxtra Fine and
Sheer Hemeliteled mDs-
calloped | Embroldered
All O Linén  Handker-
ehlefs wivivein via BLOO,

Now and,  hondsome
deslgng to select from-—
ane,

Glher equally good  yal-
Ues—

Ble,, The., 8fce, R100,
BAGO, 1,75, B2, HiL

Ladies' Hemstitohed
All Pore  Linen, Bheer
Lawn Handkarchiefs,
thand  embroidored | Ini-
tals e s 100,

Lodfes® Homatltohed
glieer Al Linen Mand-
kerchiets, hand embrold-
ered inltlals . 200, BOc,

Lindlea* Hemstitehed
Imbroldered All . Puro

 Linen Handkerchlefs, alx

psgorted patterns, pibt up
in faney hoxes; speelinl,

box of six ........81,060,
Ladles’  Femstltchod
Bhear All Pure Lintn

Handkerchlefs—
10e., 12e,, 10 2-3e., 380,
B0e.

Gentlemen's Hemstich-
e All Pure Linen Hand-
ltarchiefs—

12 1-2¢,, 16 2-8c,, 20¢,
#71-2¢,, Hoo., 7he,

Gentlemen's Sheer and

Flne Full - Dress Al
Pura  Linen Handker-
chiefs—

G0e,, 62 1-Zc., Tho,

BUT T

EN MORE SHOPPING DAYS

~ TO CHRISTMAS!

AND OUR STOCK IS AT ITS BEST---OUR PRIGES TELL OF SAVING.

’

A SENSATIONAL SALE OF HIGH-GRADE SUITS!

Stylish New Suits Priced 1-3 to 1-2 Off of Former Prices.

ed down, or antiquated styles, but complete sample . lines of several of New York's swellest suit .and cos-

tume makers,  Each and ‘every garment in this lot is made in the top notch of fashion,

-A sale without a parallel, of. stictly I-]igh~Gmdé ‘New Tailored Stits, not old stock, back numbers mark-

To make t

his

sale doubly interesting; we haye so marked prices-on our entire stqc_k, to fit the low prices of these for-
tunate ‘purchases.  Olir, entire stock is divided 'into eight lots, as fgllows: I

154 i

Lot |-t $12.50.
Actually worth $22.50. |
Ning  Blyles

Walking Hults, which cannot
be matched, for 322.50,
speeli] aiiiied waen e BLZB0,

Lot 5---At $21.

“ gevan stylas in IDress Bulls,
+ which

= e Cilsgn cloth, entlre suft silk ' lned,
$36.00, .l-lJi‘.'cIIJ.l sans aee s BETON, i e e B FIII'3 Flll‘ “onda, Eiﬂs.
. i \ blouse, trip's cape shouldsr, 3
A word ﬁb'ﬂﬂ ﬂna's. plaited baok skirt, nine gore All the new ki_mis hore in tha
A Epecial Jacket Bargaln and elaborntely trimmed, 16 | Breatesl varlety, You “should
b * | sults In all colovs, havy and examine our atocle before buy-

mide of tan covert nnd blaoclk

of Dress and Fifteen

Actually worth $35. Rough

cannot  be moaiehed for

gore,

Lot 2---At $11.50.

Actually worth $25.

Suite, which cannot be match-
ed for §26.00, special ... 817,560,

Lot 6---At $27.50.

Actually worth $37.50.

One style of Broadeloth and
Cloth
This g a sult made’ expressly
for ug, of fine French Broad-

black) cannot ba mutched for

broadeloth, eut  elghteen

*full

Gentlamen's Ham« sat!

stitched All Pure Linen

E0o,, 750., $1.00, B123,

perfect fltting and thoroughly

. tallored, strapped seams,
n lined, 32 inches long,

DRESSING SACQUES, Ete.

$37.50, special yueos e, BETOO0

Silk Waists

"long in our house, i

styles- In ' Dress
which

Dresd  Sults,

Dress  Suits, davenleoh

Ing,

LOt 3---At $19,50,

Actually worth $29.50.
Twelve Blyles In Wa!klné and

matched at’ $28.50, speclil—
»

Lot 7---At $29.50.

Actually worth $39.50,

etyles  of ' Fanoy
Diresa 'Bully, eannot be match-
ed at'§39.60, spbélal..... 820,60

Jewelry Solid Gold,
But a
Dry Goods Store Prices

Belt Bucklés, Bell Pine, ete.

Lot 4---Af $23.50

opnnot be Dress Sults, ‘which cannot

10.60.

Lot 8---At $39.50.
Actually warth $55.
Elght styles to melest fr
avery one meds in the

Novelty Cloths; ' ecannot

Hollday Neckwear,

New Wash

new Meas ,.....=25c., 800, f

»

Actually worth £32.50.
Ten styles In Walking and
be |
matched for $32.60, specinl—
RIL.60,

‘om,

most
claborato manner of Imported

ba

matched at $55.00, speclal—
B30.50

Umbrel'as

Ladles’ 26einch guar.
anteed Bl Umbrallas,
close rolling, handles of
imported wood,  sterllng
silver trimmed, gun me.
tal, poarl, ilver inlaced

and gold, | Iixira spe-.
ofnl 'value at—
93,00, $3.80,  §4,00,

94,80, 85,00 to §10.00,

Ladics' - 28-Inch = guar-
anteed Bllk  Umbrellns,

ver, new, and lhandsome
deslgng— : 1
$10.00,

#7.00,  $8.00,
#12.00, (o #22.5,
Gentlomen's ' 28-Ineh
gunranteel  Bille Umbral«

lag, handles of Impaorted
weod,  storling - sllver
trimmed,. Ivory, horn, buck
hory, gun metal, sto,.—
231,00, $3.60, $4.00,
$5.00, P§L.OO, $7.50,
#10,00 to $15.00,

Men's Furnishings
For Hollday Qifts,

Hour-In-Hund = Ascoty,
Bat Wings ...260., B0o,

KId Gloves .....RLZB,
81.00, B1.70, $2.00,

ficotch TWool Gloves—
fHido,

Mercerlzed Bllk Gloves,
all colors ...y b.. Bk,

Sterling Silver
Novelties.

For Hollday @ifts.

handles: of ' sterllng mll- |

For Your Gentlemen Friend

A Lounging Robe,
Bath Robe or
Sm ckirg Jecket

Thess make useful and ncceptalile g!rt:i:
aulr ilnci{ Ia naw and freshl._our prices oan-
not be duplicuted, it

Gontlemen's Gorman Outlng Buth Robes,
in new and stylish patterns.and colorings,
speeln Gaay i ide G, vaae s R DR,

lI‘.‘-‘lu'llllcrm!-n'n Bath Robea of Woaol, In now
and styllsh patterns and colorlng—

§5.0U0, BE.50 to 815,00,

Gontlemen's House Gowns of Fancy Mix-
tures, malnlasse, etc,; warm und cumform-,
Ble. i iiaiiieidin . B8.060, B10, 812,50 to B23

Gentlemon's 8moking Jackels, plaid buok,
tancles, trieots, satin lned, speclal...B5,00,

Cther equally good valtioR—

i) $3.00, BT, 50, B850, 810,00, 81200,

OGantlemen's THigh Grade Smoking Jackata
of -Imported Covert Cloths, matalasue, ete.—
12,00, 815,00, 814,00 to B23.00,

Oriental Rugs
For Holiday Gifls.

Analollan Matls, 19x36 inches, from $2.50
up.
Bhirvan's, 4x6 fent, tho $25.00 kind. .9§18.00,

Btocks, entirely
Now Bllk Htocks and Jabots,

i0c, SHOB HOOKS,

Daghastans, Ghendjes, Kozaks, all slzes,

$10 to P50

The Art of Self-Defense.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS - . .
A TO PROSPECTIVE ATHLETES|

By ROBERT FITZSIMMONS

Champlon Middle-TWelght of the
y RVorldPrsi elnmiing

Bag Punching.

D)o you want to become an expert beg
puncher?

Yes? Well, there 1s nolhlng easler,
There is not ar arl or athlotle exerclse
that pan be acquired ¢ readlly. You have
ta impress but one thing upon your.mind—
that 18, that there can be phsolutely ne
lirnit to the amount of practice that you
must take, |
“Tha merest noviece can, by constant
work, bscome a bag puncher of no mean
abllity In a surprisingly short space of
1me.

Thaet {5 encouraging, ls it not?

Anothor advantags that the exercise
has is that It doss nol cost very much
{o rig up a platform and bag. Any boy
can maeke a platform and fasten It to
the gelling of his woodshed, aitic or cellar,
Then he can smvé up his papnies until he
zete iwo or-thres dollars. That will not
buy the best punching-bag in ths world,
but it will buy one that will answer hls
puUrpase,

Punching the Bag—In a Poeltion to
Deliver Left,

Huve your platform about twa fept
Ehove vour head, Let the ball hang on a
level with the bottom, und just sboyt on
a level wiith, or a liitle bit above, your
shoulders,

1t s the best when punching the hall
to stand on the bars flopy, not on 4 mat,
4B YOU are apt to become slugglsh in your
foot-work If you edopl the latier couree,

Wear reguler gymnagium shoes, nnd tha
Inss clothes you have on the better, |

the shoulder, and the full swings first,
Then gradually, after you have become
fast and clever, learn tha fanoy move-
meants, v
Practlee Just as much 0g you possibly
can, That s first and last, your most
important lesson.
Rlght and Wrong Way of Using the. Feet

and Hands While Sparring—'%hat

the Exerclse Davelops.

Every ono gheuld learn to box. 1t'{s as
necessary to & physleal education as
gwlmming. i

A boy should be able to defond himself

Punching thaag.

At all times from the attack of a bully
or o rufllan, and there I8 no manller way
to do it than with hls fists, In clvilized
localitfes It 15 only the cownrd who enr-
riee u knife or a pistol,

Prealdent Toovsevelt taughl his boys to
box. Most of the prominent mon of the
country, {hose who haye muede itg hilg-
fory, learned to box when they wern lads,

As a health-glving exerolse boxing hus
no equal. It develops all the large and
Important muscles of the body legs and

will glve you more frecdom of movenent

Put op smtll gloves.  If you cannot get
Whet @ale known ge
Bloves, tuke an old palr of kid glovep.
€yl the ends of the Qugers off If you wlsh,
ok the glove ls worn gimyply to protect the
knuciies and to give compactness to the
hand.

Ag 1o the different movements amd
hlows, it wauld take up too raush space
1 &0 Into detulls.  And sgain, it s hard-
ly pocessary. et the bog and you will
pooR teach yoursel! Liow to do the punch:
1pg.

AL first you miust be careful not to get
nit by the ball when I rebounds from the
platiorm after you strike 1L This ls only
& prelimingry danger, howevar.  You will
veop hecoms too Jght on your feet am
sXpert Bt dodging with your liead to be In
danger from 1hi§ coyures.

Learp your etralght tlows, right from

“puunching-bayg' |

The Rlght Position In Boxing,

armg, and gtrengthens hoe

quickens s gy,

lungs and

Iv glved & Loy courage in the face of

danger. Tt/makes him calm and cool ahd
never'in a hurry to seek a guarrel, be-
cause the knowledge that he can tale
¢nre of himsell renders him good-nalurod
at affronts which would, wound his pride
wers he unable to resent them. °

Easy to Learn. %

Anybody can learn to box, But he mosl
not ihink he will ba a Terry MoGovern
the first time he puie on boxing glovps.
It toolk little Terry a few years to bo a
great Aghter. Tle had (o learn.

You can learn, too, if you will do as 1
tell you, Y¥ou will not need a man wio
teaches boxing to show you tha ''blows"
and “stops’™ If you read these lessons
with care ‘and do not 1ty to 'do too much
at the commencement,

The first thing to learn Is the right
wiay to use your foet. Almost as much
depends on tha way the foet and legs are
used as on the hands and arms. The
legs support and hack up the arms when
a blow s strigk and also when a blow
18 stopped. i’

Tha Flrst Lesson, .
For your first lesson in boxing do not

7 Z

The Wraong Pn_sition In Boxing.
Distance of the Feet.

think of your bhands. Jump aboul on
vour tops as I you wera daneing a hos
pe, Bend the kneos und stralghlep
them aguin, Bpring from one fool 1o the
other, forward and brekword,  Bring the
left foot forward with o spring from the
toa of the rvight, sl do Lhe same wilh
the rlght foot forwurd.  All (hig wil
make you qulek and shifly on your feot,
whieh I8 o most jmportant requirement
in & good boxep.

When you ean jump about Hkoe thls for
tfteen minuted at o thme without getting
tired op losing your wind, and if you do
It quleisly you will flnd that It is pot go
casy as you think, It wll be thpne 1o
letrn the way to stund when boxing. OF
CULTER, yvou aever stand sl You shonld
always koep your logs moving.

Ua not keep the feal ton elose Logethep
or too far eperl, If they are tun clurs
vou do not have w golld stand apd arp
caglly knoglked down, I ey are spread
too fay you will not be able to guickly
chitnge thele position, and that you myst
b ablp to da to land o good blow.

Put the left foot forward in a stralght
Ine from the body, Bend the Knea
slghtly and_ the rest of the foot on tha
e TIave the welght of the budy on the

rlght oot with .the too turned a little
outward. Have this foot flat on the foor,
Never stand stiffiy. Kezp shilting aboiut,
but do neot change thls general positl n
unless certain blows are to bo 'strucl,
1 wil] explain lhom in a future lesson,
Stand noar g wall. Place your feet ns I
have lold you:' Now reach out:your left
figt | and’ toueh’ tha® wall ‘with ' your
kituckles: Have Four arm almost stralght;-
bent just a little &t the elbow, = Push:
back ' as HArd" iy “von® can. 10 the’ push
throws you olt of your  positlon, your
fedt ore {oo close’ together, @ 7

If you cannot bring the right foot up
to ‘the loft as aylckly as you can hit a
blow they are loo far aparl, The right
foot should mnot be directly bahlzd the
left, but spread, so that the body may
not be easily upsct sldeways nor yot baclks
ward, ! =y i

When you siep in for a blow take the
spring from the right fool, Lifting the

B8tepping Back with the Right Foot—
The Correct Ratreat.

body forward and steadying It with the
left. | ;
In landing a rtlight-hand swing: bring
the right log forward with the hlow, Th'a
will  hbring tho feet together. They
should pat bo. kept  togethor y sccond
after the blow lands.  Bither carty Lhe
right foot forward or bring it back agaln
o the tirst position, If the feol ayo to-
gether It s very ensy for the man with
whom ¥ou ore hoxing to knook you dowi.

In jumping backward from'n Wow take
the spring from the left fopt, uslng the
toe. When you land have the feal In the
same position, athl veady for attack .or
tefense,

All this you pan practice alone swithout,
an instrugter o an’ opponent. . Never
mind about how you hit or what kind of
blows you ise,

Persevers with your leg-work untll you
focl at homo on your feot, It 18 the
hardest lesson (o learn, hut if you learn
it well you will sce how much you will
have advoneed when ¥ou put  on the
gloves,

Copyrighted, 1901, by A, T, Draxel Bid-
dle, Philndelphlo, Entered at Btutloners
Ilall, Loudon,) )

—_—
Gossip About Manchesters,

Cansuelo, duchess of Manchester, well
known a8 on allspowerful lesder of po-
claty und on intimate frlend of the king's,
lhigs publicly apnounced her cm|1|.1l te sal-
Istaction  with ~ her  daughter-In-law,
flelena Zlmmerman thut wag, and her in-
tention of glving (e young dyehoss every
asslgtance n ostbllshing hersell in Lon-
don's smart set, Tho dowager dychess
took necaston to wny at noorowded yeceps
coption recontly that she and her daugh-
ter-in-law hgd become tho hest of [riends
wnd would hereafter be gesn muel more
tugother.

A highly éntertalning eplsoda which
morked the sgerst murrlage of the young

UVieus Ursf Plleat!! was nomed from tho

i1+ .
duke and di‘eheu hag Just leaked out,

Tmmediately after the marriage and just

before. tha couple salled for America to
throw themselves at papn Zimmerman's
feet they sent an affectlonate litile note
and a blg box of rare flowers to Lha
dowager ducheas, The hox was raturned
the next day, and’ as the duko had de-
parted & relative of the bride took posses-
alon of Lha box. It geemed a plty to waste
tha expensive fgwers, sho' thought, so
placing her ‘card on the top, she sent the
box-to a frlend, a'lndy of title. to whom
she wasg Indebtod for many favors.

This woman gladly accupted the glft,
but to her astonlshment found at tha
bottom of the box the affectionate litilc
note 'from  the bridal couple which thn
dowager duchess had torn In two and;
flung into .the box, but which had not |
been noticed when the flowers ware sent |
oul a second tlme, Tho lady stlll has
the note, and on rare occasions sho shows
it to Iriends.

SIGNS ARE OLD.

Marking Business Houses Goes

_Back to Ancient Greece,

The custom of marklng a business house
by means of a slgn Is of very ancient
orlgin, In the great cities of the sast and
among the anclent Egyptians such &
praotice must have been unnacessary, us
all trades were classifled and confined to
certaln sections of the city, and then all
wares' wern exposed to full view, as thoy
were displayed In open bootha.

The lilstory of CGreelan slgn-boarda (s
medgre, yat the allusjons of Arlstophranes
and Luclan to sign-boards warrant our
bellef in thelr use by the Groels, Athen-
ag tolls us, *'Ie hung the weoll known algn
In front of his house )

Advanclng to Roman times, thore i
abundant evidence of slgng, ns the dis-
coverles of Pompel and Heroulaneum
amply testify., In the Eternal clty some
of thoe strects derived thelr namesetfrom
signs, just ag hundreds of London strects
have Leen #o pamoed. The Roman street

sign, for, as the name indicates, it waa
Lha streat of “The Hear with the Hat on,'*

But Itwas not untll late In the (liteenth
century that the custom giined o foollng
in England, fivst of all among the tave ns
and wle-housas, Later enme the necassity
of dlstingulshing between certain shopy,
brought aboul by the {nel that the houees
wera not numberad, and the peoplo could
not read word-glgus even If they had bean
lettered In gold,—Bt, Nicholas,

What Lucinda 'Meant,
(Horace SBeymour Keller In New York
Bun.)

Why do I think she likes me hest?
Bhe never told mo o, and T
Havo never put her to the test;
Porhopa I'll ask her by and by.
Why should she stand antt watch, you ace;
When L come doywn the meple lape?
Why ahould she wave her hand to ma
And tep her fingera on the pans?

Why shoujd she reach hér handa to take
My overcoat and hat, you know?
Why should she pass the frosted caoka
And archly spyi 'l made it, Joo7!
And than, why should shoe always call
Mo by my Rrst name? Don't yan see\
Buch things as these, and others, all
Are slgng T.uelnda {akes to met

Why doos she lean so ploge, T say,

There In the purloy whero wa sit
After Lhe rest have gone pway,

With the lamp wiolk turped down a bit?
And why, [ wonder, doss she rest

Her hand n muoment on my kneest
Somotime I'1l put her to the test

Aud agk her If she cares for me,
To-nlght when [ arcas to go

8he went and stood beslde the door,
Andsaid:  “You're always welcomo Joo,"

A thing ghe'd often snld bofore.
B now [ guess It Is ull right;

Next Bungduy: 1 will know, you sce,
Just what Luclnda meunt to=night

When her hand weved a kigs 16 ma,

Mre, Bllen Slattery, of  Fulton, res
celved a telegram Friday evening ans
nouneing the death of hor cousin, Mre,
Ellen’ Lowery, In Brooklhm, M. T,

HOLLY AND THE MISTLETOE

sessseciosiresscdsvions s

Little 3isa Ilolly has come to town,
dressed In shining green and gay scarlet
EOWIL ;

Which means that Christmas Is
around  the coroer,

Next to tha Christmas troe [tself, noth-
ing Is 50 suggoestive of tho grontest hollday
fn nll the yedr, as tha cheery lttle
helly and tha gay mistletoe. The woman
who hinge up o wreath of holly in her
window on Chrwtmas and the glrl who
suspends the significant bit of mlktletoe
from  the chandelfer, are only following
customs  ceaturies  old,

The decoratlon of ocur houses and
churches with evargreons Is so insepa-
rably nssoclated in our minds with Christ-
mag that {t ls diMenlt to reallze that
the custom Iy pagnn {n lis origin. Britain,
with hor mysifeal ‘Druoldical rites, Eaxon
and Angle, with thelr pagan ceremonlos
In their native land on the shorea of the
German Ocean, before they croscq it to
help the Britvis drive back the daring
Norgemen; Rome, with her Saturnalim,
coeh and all lave contributed oustoms
and superstitions, until about no Chris-
tian festival lg thers woven sg great o
proportioh  of pagan forms as about
Christmae.

just

While the holly has not nearly so an-
clent an historical pedigree as the mis-
tlatoe, it Is undoubtedly the dret  favor-
Ite among the Christmas evergreens. A
aprig of it lustrous green' leaves and
bright red hervies tops the steoming plum
pudding, and ia lald upop the ublguitous
minee ple; Lké cheery little plapt deco-
ratés our dwelllnga in' & ‘most Christ-
masay a manner; wreaths of It are hung
In winddwa ol countless homes; crosses
of It are lald upon the graves of loved
ones, and the Btor of Bethlehom shining
in o elrcla of holly ls a tamillar emblem
In our churohvs, /

There 15 a host of superstilions connect-
ed with this gprightly lttle evergrean. In
anclent’ times, thy old chronlclers tell us,
It was a' pretly custom  on. Christmas
morning with the most courlly of the
Engllah geniry, {a lay al the fest of the
fairest malkl in all’ the country round
uhout, a handlul of holly. In soma parts
of Euland, curuionsly encugh, to this day,
It {5 belleved that If more vy than holly
{s used in tho Christmas decorations, tha
wife ‘“will wear tho breaches'' for tho
snsulng wear., In  Rutandshlpe it Is
thought - unjucky to. bring helly Into &
house hefore Chrlstmas Hve; in Derby-
shive It ls saud that the hushahd or wife
will be master durlhg the yedar pecording
as the helly brought in at thls season
he prickly or smooth; while In Germany
the  branghes used -aa decorstion for
churches nare Jooked upon AE A cortoln
protection’ agdinst’ lghtning.  In elden
duysa a branch of holly pleked pn Chrlst-
mag Eve whe considered a charm agalnst
witches or evll snells, ' A twlg brougnt
trom chureh might be kept for the pame
purpose.  Your cattle, tpo, will thrive
{t: ¥ou fnslen a bit of Christmas helly
In atall or melger ov fold, that God's
argatures moy rejoles with mun on the
anniversary ol 178 birth. The holly used
for decorations, bath |n ehyurch gnd house,
ahould pll he ceaved away befors Candle.
mes Day, or (he secopd of Fahruary, 1n
soma parts of Epgland ft I3 thought un-
lueky to prick thyg Anger if the blood
comes when inking down the Christmas
holly, but It loaf stlel to-a dross or a
coat, aherlsh it ns caretully us you would
noctousJent elaver; It will ‘bring you
good Juck during 1904—s0 they soy,

The Ensgliah voets abound in compli-
mentary ellusions to tha hally, As lar
haek as the Ume of Henry VI, carole
were sung in |te honar. Ona of the qualnt-
est of these old time compositions runs:

“Here comes (ho holly Lhat s 80 gent
To please all men I5 his intent,
Allejulah

W hosoever dguingt holly da ory,
In g pope shnll ko hung full high.
Allatpfah?

‘whoscever ngalusi holy do sing,
He may weap and his hands wring.
Allelujalil'

Bhakespoare, &l the sight of the eyers
green, exclaims appreclativaly;

*Fielgho! the mreen nolly|

Thin life is most jolly.'*

The: hanglug U]
of tha most anclent of all customs. With

the Drulds the onrk was a sacred tréme,
and Ity mistlstom was doubly 20, At tha

period of the winter golstice a greal fes-

tival was celebrated, and the mystle par-
asite gnthered with pomp and-ceremonlal,
The anclent Liitons gallled forth, accom-
panled by their priests, the Drulds, The
Arch-Druld, robdéd In white, climbed thn
sacred tree, and with a golden knife cut

of e mistletos i3'ons '

the mistletoe, which fell, unteuched, Inig-

tha folds of Lhe white robes of Lhe at-
tendant prlests. Each houschold recelved
a spray of tha sacred plant to hang over
tha gntrence of the dwallings, whereby all
avil aplrits  were exorclsed, and no il
Juek could enter the home thus protected,

The “evergrcen' custom of kissing un-
der ths mistietoe owes Its origin to a
legend of SBcandanavian mythology., Bal-
dur, or Baldes, the "White God," was the
purast of tha sons of Odin, the mighty
god of the Seundannvian forefathers, and,
was In conseyuence, much beloved by
mer, iz face shone, and his pure brow
“was called the sun Nanna, his wife,
was all that was ‘gentle and good; sa
greal wig her virtue that she was granted
Intéreourse will: both worlds, Baldur had
a twin brather who was horn bllnd, Phys-
leally this 1s suggestive that light and
darkness arg ineseparably allled, and mor-
ally, that evil 'fe the perversion of all
good; hence the seying, “All evil ls born
blind,'* \

As much % Balidur was beloved by the
Agslr, or Lweive gods, Moder, who waa
ever cauelng dlssention, was hated,

,Now Baldur had a sworn foe, Lokl the

evil genlus of Valhalla, who resolved ip
kil him, . But Baldur was invulnerable
to ‘everyihing that eprings (rom alr,
earth, flre and water, I{ had been pro-
digted at hiz irth that he would dle
by.a mortal, unless all created objects
should solemnly swear not to injure him.
The falthful and deveted Nanpa, by her
bently and goodness, perauaded all 'treem
and Mowers, stunes and metals, earth and
water, fire anl alr,' to glva the requlred
pledge, But tho evil-minded Lokl dlz-
gulsed as o whive crow, sat on the branch
ol an oak and hid the mististoe plant,

-

which, belng a parasite, was not Included,

In the path of the oak {ree. As o pun-
|ahment, ever since the crow has been

black. Loki inade an arrow of tha mls+"

tlatoe, which Zrowlng on the oak, could
not be sald to spring  from any of Lhe
four clements, thon, dlsgulsing himselt
ag pn old wwoman, he presented it to
Nanna, Now tha gods fraquently .in=
dylged In & sport, during the progress of
which each shol at tho supposedly {nvul-
nerable Baldup, as he stood aganst a&
holly tree,  Floder eaw his ghance. Ha
eraftily seowred Lhe mistletoe arrow, and
almed |t at his brother's heart, . Odip's
war hird, the nuck, few to Intercept it,
but o vain,
the beloved, was slain, The drops of
blood from My wounds falling upen the
holly  lepves became the red Dberrles,
which add so niuch to tha beauty of the
plunt, Great, Indeed, wag the lomenta-
tion when _ 1Icla, the koddess of the
under world, came to ¢liim Baldur; hut
the devoted Nunnas, Dby her eloguent
ploading, seonsed & promise from Hela
that 1 all ereated things would mourn
tar the death of Haldur, then Nunna
¢ould keep hiy body,  Agtin the falth-
ful wife mudoe her journey, 'and rested
not untll gho Lgd exagled from hearts
of men, wnbkupls, Lreos, stonss, |gbas,

Linldur the heautiful and.

strenms, hills, meadows, metals, flowers,

tho promiga to weep for Baldur, ¥rom
the mistletoe ohe gathered thely pearly
tenrg—thoy. are the little. white herrlea
you #oos Therenpon Odin mercifully de-
weed that Baut should dwell hall the
yeur In Help's domalng, end half the year
T Valhslle, The covl, beeausa of  njig
effort 1o gave Laldur's life, was appolnted
his gitendant; he heralds his “approach
and pwekens the keeperg of the four
gates of the universe, ‘Tho fatol mlstle,
toa was, nitir tbhle, conlided Lo the leep,
Ing of the gnddces of love, and whoeyer
passes Lenaith it recelves & kiss from
her lps, to shew that the plant la no
longer the emuoiem of death, but of love

'he fatal wrraw? Ferhaps that was

Th
'trlm‘rormed inte Cupld's dart.



